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PREFACE. 



Tm foDowiiig timntlAtioD of th« Dialogw of the Oul* 
tboa-i-IlAs WM begun in the year 1879, and waa thrown 
aside on tlie appearance of Mr. Whinfield's proae trans- 
lation of the entire work in the ensaing year. Bub« 
■equently the author of the present was induced to eom- 
plete that portion which sets forth the principles of the 
Sufi philosophy, omitting the Prologue, Epilogue, and 
the concluding portions, which serve rather to excuse 
the use of the various sensual images employed by Sufis 
than to explain their principles. 

Tlie author lias endeavoured, while adhering as closely 
to the text as circumstances would allow and retaining 
the meaning in its fullest sense, to produce such a trans- 
lation aM uii^ht intercMt those who have no time for the 
perusal of voluminous notes or commcntari(«, and who 
might possibly bo repelled by the apparent dryness of a 
literal prose translation. 

For those who have no knowledge of tho original or 
of other translations, it is noted that tho Oulshan'i-IlOs 



vi PREFACE. 

was compOMd bj Mnhmoud BhAbif Uri of Atarbayan in 
the year 1319 A.P. (717 A.n.), in the form of ancwen toa 
aorieN of queationa propoundod by Amir Sayid Ilosaini, 
a Htt6 of Herat 

Tho original from which the prceont translation waa 
matle is a spoeial edition, setting forth at its eondu- 
aion that it was printed (lithographed) for II. 11. Agha 
Khan in ISomhay, A. 11. 1980. 

The text diflfors in many unimportant particulars 
from the originals employed by Mr. Whinficld, and the 
•* Thoughts on the Heavens" and ** Thoughts on Souls" 
are entirely omitted. 
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KoTl.— Wordf Ib tfa/to an UMd In » ipoeUI or mjnilotl miim. 
Wordi Ib Inverted tomtnu are qooUtloM tmm the Koran or the 

HadU. 



QUESTION. 

First is my soul in its own thought perplexed. 
What is it that is ccnteMjitUion true f 

AUBWKR, 

Thou bids't me say what comtemplatum * Is, 

Whose hidden meaning fills thy soul with doubt : 

It treads the narrow path from wrong to right ; 

Within the atom doth a world perceive. 

Snges, who on this point have bold disoounie, 

' Tb« word I have here translated tonUmplatian^ ia Tafakkvr. 
Th« queetiiin a«lu It* mjiUcal loeanlng. 
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Thii de^itiott daarly have winoanoed :•« 

lUflwUoii*! «lawii within the mind of man 

If to tho learned emfemplatian irue. 

When ooniemplat ion's bound in thought li pataed, 

Conviction by the wise is reoognisod. 

Reflootion, when within the busy brain 

A plnn is fonnetl, is ** oontomplation " stilL 

Dy disposition of npparont truths, 

Tilings erst ooncealod are full in view displayed. 

The parent thought from out the fruitful womb 

Of argument brings forth the child result, 

But wftat, and why^ howe'er they be disposed, 

Must in their ordur symmetry maintain. 

Again, if aid divine should bo refused. 

Thy thought is but a fooliiih phantasy. 



The road is long I this distant Journey shun I 
Like Moses, for a season east aside 
Tliy staff. In Aiman's ^ valley pause awhile. 
Hear "Truly I am Qod," and coaiw to doubt 
He who of unitj/ recoiveth proof, 
The liijht of ItPt'ng first in all perceives. 
Tlie soul which light and purity discems 
Through wisdom, first in all sees Gwl, 
In solitude reflection's worth is found, 
When bursts thereon the flnith of aid divine. 

* *' Aimsu'i vallvy," whvrs Mows tsw th« burning ba«ik. 
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He from wfaone eyct God stiU the path eonoeoli 

By key of bgie may no door uncloie. 

80 the philofopher in thought perplexed^ 

Of all created things, the poMible ^ 

Alone perceive^ and would the etseniial ' prove 

By poMible existence ; lo the ewiential wema 

Wmppod in confusion ; on the backward path 

lie travels far ; soiuetimes fast fleeting thoughta 

In tangled sequence sore poqilex his sou! ; 

His wandering mind Existence contemplates. 

Till by the chain of doubt his feet are bound. 

All things in nature by comparison 

Are evident ; but what may God prockim f 

Like him or unlike what thou cans't perceive f 

I know not. How then cans't thou him disoom f 

In the eMential hath the pomUe 

No counter])art ; how then |iercoi\'e it f How f 

Behold that fool who seeks the shining sun 

By ihe dim taper's light amid the waste I 

Were the bright sun no change of place to knoW| 

His light in kind would ever be the sam& 

No man would know if this or any light 

Be his or other, kernel this, or shell 

God's glory doth the universe fulfil 

Within that light is God from view concealed ; 

> Tlie wordf I hsve rv ndorvd ** tlie t$»eMial "^ and " th« ptuikU ** 
Of* WOjjib snd Inikan, whc«M opixMltiun in om of tba aKwk pro* 
minent {Niintf In the tytUsm, OUier trattslston hsvt iM«<i **ib« 
neoMMury " and **tbe ountingvnt" 
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And M that ndianoe knowi no cbangt of plaoo 

Or yet in kind, theroin hath ehange no port. 

Dwt think tlie world itaclf abidos for aya^ 

For OTor in ita own oxUtcnco fixed f 

He who by rcamm doth content hia soul 

Much store of trouble for tlint iioul providea. 

Tlirough foroMight, wtmlom, and preMumptuona ildllt 

Tliirt man ia tmnMniif^rntion'g Kla%*c, and that 

]*hiloM>pliy'ii : while on thai fart the ejre 

Of human wiNdom may not brook to gaxo ; 

Jtogone t ncfk other cyoii, if gnzo thou must 1 

Kven aa a ono>oyod nmn the worMly'WiMO 

All trombliiig doth Coirs unity bvhoM 

Proof by cxiimplo waH of bliiidnoHH bom ; 

The onc-eycd in aUmtmmi sci'ks roliof : 

Jn this the Ihiddiiiitt's croud is fulsa pro- 

cluimod, 
That thoy who doubt alone its worth porreiv^ ; 
As one bom blind, who knowcth no delight 
In nature's bcnnticH, is tlie infidel. 
The siiooch that nvkonoth not of unity 
Is by the scum of falnity oliscured. 
The gnostic's eye is ever clouded o'er, 
Save in corporenl stmse perceiving naught 
Hence all his siKMSch of things, both great and 

sninll, 
Tells but of that which mortal eyes perceive, 
While //('« exiKtence is from proof exempt. 
The Gudhead is no mark for human thought I 
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QUESnOX 

How thrni may mortal thought the pAth of truth 

punuet 
Wliy maj the thought be tin to-daj thai jetterday 

wai puref 

AlfSWER. 

lie w)io upon creation mcditatee 

Doth woU ; but if he doubt of Ood'a ejdatene^ 

Ilia thought ia wholly evil For 'tia rain to 

dwell 
On that which liea beyond the reach of thought. 
Knowent thou not that what thou doat poi et i 
Thou can')(t not now obtiiin f The univene 
la glorified by hia exiHtonco^ lo 
lie from the univcr'.M no splendour draws. 
The world ia by his light revealed to man ; 
How then can earth to man hia God diiiclose f 
The light of his existence could in space 
Find no sufficient harbour, so bunt forth 
Even as the leaping flame hLi attribute. 
Thy human wisdom cast aside ; be one 
With Ood himself : think how the dim-eyed hat 
lilust shun the orb of day, and when thy God 
Grants his own light to lead thee, what avails 
The Archangcl'a helpt For though his ploee be 

near 
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Hm throiM of Gknl, in OmfTt ownprtteHet ^ b 
Ko plaoa for him : if ihoM effulgent nyi 
Would eeoroh the angori wingi man'i wiidoai ntro 
Would turn to uhos 'nentb their radianee. 
Before that brilliftnt preiienee windom's light 
Must hide itii heod, diminiahod a§ mankind 
Doforo the nun. When to the eye of man 
The Murce of light approacholh, in the attempt 
To fathom it that eye grows weak and dim. 
Think that the light of God's exintonco lies 
Within thine eyeball ; and behold ! the well 
Of immortality is in that darkncM found I 
The eye's dark pupil doth diKponso the light. 
Do thou roje(*t appourance, for thereby 
Uod may not bo revwdoil to gaee of men. 
What part in such a pure exiKlonco bears 
The earth-born f . So must human wimlom fail 
And shrink before ipfmity. lk>hold 1 
The stigma of eontcmpt In neither world 
May from the poHKible be separate : enough I 
Go<l knoweih more ; the path the Doniuh treads 

I M Qod'i own prewnee." Ths wonlf I h%vt to trsiulstcd sin 
li Mil Allah, ** I WM with GotL" Thuy form tb« ounnneBetntnt 
III tb» evivbrstoJ i^Mtiagu fmin the IloUiM t— 

** Thura WM a tiiiiv wlirn I wm with C]<m1 In vuch wIm thai ni'ltber 
angtfl aor pn»|>hfi csn iitUin thvri'Ui.'* TIium aru h«l«l by auais 
HttHa iu Jttviify th« diictrin« of |ioMiU« sbMir|iiluB Into tbw Uvity 
wblU )r«i in lif«. 
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If dark la both workli; jet tli but tli« gloon, 
That, on the horiion of the dieeert eeen,^ 
OUddena the wayfarer, and telb the tentf 
Are near at hand : what more may lucfa ai I 
On no obecure a theme re\-eal f Uehold t 
Within a day of darkness shineth light; 
In this aiisembly words as beams of light 
Rush to my lips — ^yet no 1 'twere best refrain* 

EXAMPLE. 

Would'st thou towards the noonday sun 

Upturn thine eyes f The task what eye nay bear 1 

Though on that orb no eye nay brook to gate, 

Yet in the stream reflected may its diso 

Be viewed with safety ; as therein its light 

Is shown diminiMhed, in proportion just 

Knowledge thereof increaseth ; even so 

The " mirror of existence " shows portrayed 

The light of God. As non-existenoe doth 

Bet forth cxintcnee, so the image forms 

At once therein, and from this muUiluih 

That uniiij appears : thou reckonost one, 

And 'tis a million : as in numeration, 

Though the beginning be but one, the end 

Is in the infinite lout : and even so 

* TIiIr, I sdniit, in s v«ry fru« tnnBUtion t I had It from a Ugh 
•otbority, s Moulvl »nd so anlfnt Bufi, Sn whum I i^ipliMl for a 
good niulvrlng of '*Sawad-l**AzIiii.*' 
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The nniubstaiitUl In the Eternal 
Is purifled, and lo I at onee exponed, 
The hidden treosure liet. Now whhiper loir 
*' I was a tttuware hid/' then shalt thou lee 
The Meerot darkly hidden spring to light 
The unBub«tantial aa a mirror ithowf, 
The world therein roflocted ; mortal man 
Is that refloction's eye ; in him behold 
The hidden portion : thou art the proientment. 
And it the li^lit o' thine eye ; for now the unifene 
In mnn, and man become a world. Tlmn thli 
No duaror expoMilion may be given. When 
Tliou gnioNt long upon thine origin, behold t 
It in the BOor, and. the noer scon. 
Hath not trailition sot thin truth in sight, 
. Ho that nor eye nor car is needed to perceive I 
Think thou this univorHO a mirror, then 
Each {mrticle shall be for thee a sun. 

RULE. 

If yonder raindrop should its heart disclose, 
liehold therein a hundred seas displayed. 
In every atom, if thou gaze aright, 
Thousands of reasoning beings are oontained. 
The gnat in limbs doth match the elephant 
In name is yonder drop as Nile's broad flood. 
In every grain a thousand harvests dwell. 
The world within a grain of millet's heart. 
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Tha nnivwM la the mo«]aito'f wing eontained. 

Within that point in ipace the heavens roll 

Upon one little spot within the heart 

Resteth the Lord anU Moiiter of the worldit 

Therein two worlds oommingled^may be aeen ! 

Somotimos Iblia prevaileth ; sometimes Adorn. 

Behold the world is kneaded even as dough t 

Tlie angel with the fiend ; the cherubim 

With Satan ; the movable with that which moveth not; 

Tlio Moumin > with the K&fir, and the Kftfir with th« 

Moumin, 
Boo in the prcnont moment are assembled. 
Tlie change of time, and days, and months, and years ; 
TIio inviniblo dcticont and man's creation. 
Lo I in this ondlcHS chain, from every link 
A thouHand forms are formed ; from every point 
Within that orbit doth a circle spring, — 
Ititelf a centre, and in revolution. 
If but one atom from its place be moved. 
The universe at once is overturned. 
All move apace, yot not one particle 
Beyond the boundary of iht jXMuiUe 
Hots foot : the order of the universe 
Holds each and all imprisoned ; every atom 
By its own nature is restrained, nor may 
Merge in the illimitable. ..... 

All ever move, yet all are ever bound ; 

> Mottmia, Um faitbfiiL 
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Ever the/ don, and wtt Ujr atida^ 

Tba robe of Hf«; wliilo over in vibration, 

Ever at rest ; nor anj one perceives 

His origin or end : yet each one boan his fate, 

And ever toward '* the presence " wends his waj. 

Beneath the curtain of each atom lies concealed 

The life increafiing beauty of the face of the beloved. 



RULE. 

Thou, who hiwt heard this world's so wondrous tale, 
Bay, of that world what have thine eyes beheld ; 
What of the form or spirit knowest tliou f 
AMicn comes the end and how is bom the faith t 
Bay, what the roc, and what the mount of K&f ; 
What Paradiito, and Hell, and what Arauf t 
What world is that which never mortal eye 
BeholdM t whose day is thin world's year, lliat world 
Which thou hant Kobn in naught. Yea, verily 
Tliou from my lips *' llicy cannot see " hast heard. 
Come, J& ]i»lk&,^ before mine eyes display. 
What may J a iJalsu's ^ world and city be. 

I JA BalkA »nd Ja lUl^il, anchanted cltiei menttonca in Um Hadb. 
Tbt trsditiooi onnevrnini; thfin cannot wrll \m given hers. Th* 
Ivsdltion of Ja Jinllca wm repented by tli« Pntpht-t, uiinMsuloualy 
SMisied by tita Anifol (Jttbriul, in anawer Ui a J«ir who cballengad 
him to BBjr H-bat wna In bJM mind, pMniiaing if he did m to becnne 
a Mualom. *Ta llalaA waa the aovne of the failure of the ani^itla 
IlAruf and M&ruf to ovcrouuM the human |iauiuna, With which 
they bad b«wa endowed at tbvir own dvaire. 
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Trottbb ihyaalf no more with easts And wotti t 
For this world may of enob but one poisea. 
List to the story of <«Like unto them" 
From Ibn Abbfts, and know thjrself ; in truth 
Thou art in slumber wrapped, and all thou seest 
Is but a vison in UU image formed. 
When on the lost dread day thou sholt awake, 
Then sholt thou know that this was but a dream. 
When from the soul's weak source the thought 

springs forth, 
Tlion earth and sky to thee ore both alike. 
Wlion the bright sun full in thy face doth shine, 
Tlie light of Venus and the moon shall fade. 
One ray of his shall strike the flinty rock, 
And shatter it to shreds as fine as hairs. 
Know in the present time what know thou ean'st ; 
When thou ean'st not, what then avails to knowf 
More to the world-bound heart what can I say f 
Oh, thou with eyes cast down, with feet stuck fast 

in clay, 
The world before thee lies, thine own, yet helpless all 
Thou Host : nor may hold this world so mean a thing. 
That sitt'st in bonds even as one bound in chains, 
Yea, with thine own weak hands thy feet hast bound. 
Thou sittcst like a woman in the gate. 
Until thy locks grow grey, nor ignoranee 
Will let thine heart be satisficil The brave 
Welter in blood, while thou within the house 

B 
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Sitt'rt with bead oovurod, nor dunt net fooi without 

What hast thou leamod from tbeie old wivM* tales. 

That ignoranoo to thoo aeema perfect aenae I 

When woman may not troad the path aright, 

Uow shall man choiie to follow her therein I 

All obstoeles that Imr tliy road o'oroome ; 

llost not by day or night at any Ntago, 

Nor linger with the caravan of life. 

Like Abnim, go and call u{K>n thy God. 

Let day bo unto thoo aa night, antl night oa day. 

What though the stars of heaven, the moon, and 

yon bright sun, 
Hhine as the InmiM of thought, and Mense, and wisdom I 
Do thou, i ravel k>r, turn thy face from all 
Kver ropcat ** / /wtv ««/ //row! who turn)* 
Or, oven os Mouwui Amran, thin Hame mud 
Follow until thou hoarost «* Tm ihy 6'm/,'* 
While o'er thy path the mountain of exiMtcneo 
Htill diirkly lowers ; though over thou beseech 
Thy Clod to sliow his face, the answer conies 
** ThiM taiC»i tuit «rt»." Uliy soul to rertainlij 
Muiit cling, as to the amiicr doth the straw. 
If thou ihyMolf obstruct the way, what way remains 

to thee t 
But if one ray of light shall strike that mountain's 

flinty side, 
Even as the duat upon the rood of life which lies 

behind, 
It sinks in nothingness, and by one spark 
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The beggar in a king: One moment'i ipaee 
Changof the frowning mountain to a etraw. 
While earthly wiridom etill remains the guide, 
Thou ean*st not know thine atomi from that 

whole 
Which vk thjTielf : go then, learn thou to know 
TliyMlf more fully : to be gronii of fleah 
And to bo filled with air are not the tame. 
80 I and thott are owienoos which far 
Excel the life and body ; for thooe twain 
Are |>articIoii of corporal exietenoo. 
Kor personality may be confined to tnan, 
LcHt thou should'Ht lay life dwoUn in him alone. 
For onoo tmniKXjnd oxiMtonco t vanquiiih space t 
Loare this world and bo(»mo a world within 

thysoif. 
Tlio lino of thought and signal of his being 
Hhnll point tlioo to tlie rood, with eyes undased. 
When Oujcga and Alpha Join in one, 
The rood is cojit Ijchind, thy journey done. 
ExiMtcnco ig as Heaven, as Hell the pnmUe; 
Iktwecn them I aud thou are as liarxiiklk 
When from before thine eyes this veil is raised, 
Kor fiiith nor anciout customs mImiU rumiiia 
The power of the law on personality is baso<l, 
As that ufion the soul and body doth depend. 
If /and thou should vanish, what remains t 
Whore is the Koaba, the temple, and the 

shrine t 
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BvoB M th« point eaa eluuigt ^Ai&" into 

"ahiln,"* 
Tbo «Mono« to tho eloud, io fanej eonjuret up 
Naiure from tho etheroal citenoo t purified, 
Tho elood shaU pnai ; tlio enonoo shall romain. 
The pilgrim** progreaa is two atept, no mora. 
Though fraught with many poriU bo tho rood, 
Wlion, personal existonoe cast asido, 
Ho wandors through tho dosort of tho world, 
In this oxaltod station ono and all 
Unite in boing, oven as unitj 
Ftorvmlcth number : thou, the multitude. 
Unity's osHonce hast become ; thy unity. 
Plurality personified : to him 
Who in one journey from the particle 
Tlie universe attains, Uiis mystery is known. 

QUESnOK. 

WhOj of the pilgrims in the path of truth. 
Is ho who may be called the perfect man ! 

ANSW'RR. 

Askest thou still ** Who treads the path aright ! *' 
lie who the fountain of existence knows, 
Ei'on ho it is who swiftly passes on. 



* tt<^ (^f ^*"* 1^ sMMMt } Qhmin (fomMd by sddli« a 
pslatjb a elood, a leuin, or film. 
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Emerging pore from gronMr lelf » m f fooi tlia imoke 

Know thai his joornej from <A« poinV4, 
All truthii nnveiliog, toward th§ et$eniial leads ; 
Rejocting doubt ai;d darimese, ttage by stage 
Hi« former journej he performs again, 
Till perfect manhood be at length attalna 

RULE. 

Do thou observe how first he springs to llfe^ 

Ere yet in him is bom tlie perfoot man. 

As that whioh hath no reason first produced, 

Then by the soul increased, his reason wakes; 

Next by almighty power, his energy. 

Then God on him bestows the jwwer to wilL 

In childhood first, perception of the world 

Is opened to liim, and the world's temptations 

Take their effect : aionu order h*s going. 

By combination of the elements 

lie perfect know1e<1;ro seoks ; those qualities 

Which are most evil in him take effect ; 

Wonte than the beasts, or ^ fiends, or stocki or 

stones 
He doth become, while lust and wrath appear ; 
And from these avarice and envy, pride. 
Are soon engendered : This the lowest depth 
To which he falls, because to unity 
Direct opposed, llere by plurality confused, 
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!!• wU hU faM Againit hit Ood, till nformation 

dawns. 
If lie bcoomo a prinoner in tbif not, 
Further than brutee he wanders from the rood : 
Hut if one ruy of God's attracting gmoe, 
Or proof rcflootod from the spirit world 
Light up the path, his hoiirt Ood*s secrets 

shares. 
He tiimH him from the rood by which he came. 
])y grace divine or by assured proof 
He doth the road to purest fnith attain. 
Itack from the lowest hell of sinners turned, 
Towards the highcnt heaven of the saints 
Ho sots his fnoo, and with repentance elothed, 
Among the choKen of mankind he sits. 
Now purifiiHl from all his evil deeds, 
Ho, like thn prophet h\fi*^ Heaven attains. 
>Vhen from his evil qualities ivlonMxl, 
He like to Nonh firm in fnith becomes, 
l^tcrgod in iht ir/rM/r, iht atom cast aside, 
Like Abraham accpiiring faith in God, 
Tlie will of God with his dosira accords. 
Kntcring like Monos by the cliiufest gate, 
From human knowledge ho obtains release ; 
Bcatod like Johus near the throne of Heaven, 
He givoth up his Ixidy to destruction, 
And, following Mahomet, ascends to Heaven. 
Angol and prophet may not penetrate 
Tlie plaoo where first and lost are joined in cm. 
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EXAMPLE. 

The prophet it a tun ; tho apoetle of hlf ehoioe 

Ib an the moon, a leBser spherei where man hla 

Maker meota. 
Within its perfect nature prophecy 
Is wholly pure; apostloship therein 
Seeks no concealment; for apontlcship 
Is hidden in the apostle, yet remains 
Apparent in the prophet, oven as the apoatle, 
Following his maxter, fellowship attains^ 
80 from the words '* If yo love Qod '* he finds 
AdmiKHion, and within that holy place 
Hears ** God will love you ; '* and in that retreat 
He is beloved, union at bnoe attains. 
Even with the Ckxi of truth ; obedience pare, 
In spiiit with devotion true performed 
In spiritual sense ; but mark ! his task is don* 
What time the lost and finit shall join in one. 

ANSWER TIIK SECOND. 

That man is perfect who through his perfection. 

Though he lie moKter, serveth as a slave. 

When he at length Khali reach his journey's end. 

The God of truth shall crown him as his heir. 

lie through mortality eternity attaina 

llien once more from the goal purnues his ooorse 

Back to the origin; his vest, the law; 
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Hit iobt, the pilgrim's path ; ia eeriafniif 
Ilii «ottl finds rost t* 'Twixt infldeliij 
iinil faith be holds ths balance ; well lenowned 
For all fair virtues, knowledge^ pisty, 
And abstinence from evil ; all with him, 
Yet ho apart from all ; the soerot still 
Hidden from mortal gaze beneath the domOi 



ILLUSTRATION. 

If, ere *tis ripe, thou brook tlie almond's shell, 
The seed is surely to corruption doomed. 
Yet when 'tis ripe, stripped of the husk, 'tis good. 
If thou would'Mt win the fruit, thou broak*st the shelL 
** Tfte law " is as the husk, and nrtain truth 
The kernel ; 'twixt these lies the pilgrim's road. 
If he be lot or hindered in the woy, 
Tlie fruit is spoiled ; but when the fruit is ripe, 
'Tis good without the husk : so when the sage 
Cortuin asHumnce gains, the husk is burst, 
And the riiw fruit hiid bare, and thus his soul 
lieuiainoth not in this world, but dpfiarts 
And no'or rctumii ; but if h'IuIo iu tlie shell 
It fool the sun's wanu bcnmN, once more it plays 
Its port u|K>n the slngo of lifu ; onoo more shnll earth 
And water nunc the tree whoso branches spread. 
And fill the world to the horizon's verge. 
Once more the iced shall rise its race to run. 
By dread decree one to a hundred changed. 
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Am gainf that tiny ieed tb« tne'a ottattf^ 

80 doth the point through line and drole paML 

Thai when the pilgrim gnlna bit Joumoj'a end. 

The last haa joined the fimt, the circuit eloMd. 

Even aa the draughtsman's compass, onoe again 

Ho swoops the self-same circle, till his sand 

At length runs out; his journey's thread cut 

short, 
The Lord of truth shall claim him aa his heir. 
If this, by God's especial grace to thee, 
Be plain, no veil of metempsychosis 
Obscures thy vision, ** verily thoy ask," 
••And say," **rovcul to us our end." 
He answers, ••To your origin return 1 " 

RULE. 

In Adam first did prophecy appear. 

And perfect in •* the seal of prophecy " waa shown. 

ApostloHhip lingers a season here, 

And, like the seed, the world's stage treads again. 

The saint's exihtenoe is a mcmbenliip 

In pruphocy ; the limbs which form the whole, 

Which in •• the snal " in perfect form displayed. 

The world's revolving circle first did close. 

In whom is mercy most intelligent 

And worthy of his high descent displayed. 

He is the great high priest of both the worlds, 

Tbo Kalifa of all of Adam's race. 
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ILLl;8TRiT10!f. 

Ai th« inn's rays from night are lepants^ 
For thM Ui« morning is the high noon's dawn. 
As tarn ones more the over-rolling spbores, 
Tbs sun must turn to sink and aot again. 
Tlie {irophot sbincth os a mighty sun, 
In Moms now, and now in Adam seen. 
Road the world's hixtory ; no shall thine eytt 
Its varied stages ciu^h from each diNcom. 
Each moment doth itM dine a hhadow cast, 
A step to form the huldor of the fnith. 
'*Tbe master's " ago shall time's meridian prove. 
From darknem and from shadow purified, 
On the meridian, firm, Iwhold ho stands. 
Before, behind, right, left, no shadow thrown ; 
U|ion Al Kirat's bridge, around him flung 
Almighty guardianMhip, serene be moves, 
I3y tho command ** lie Htcadfiuit " well assured. 
He casts no shadow, for he bears within 
Tho darkncHs of salvation ; and behold t 
The light of God the Godhead's shadow proves. 
His KeUab lies lietwixt the eoMt and wosti 
Lost in the flood of light around it poured 
When Hiitan 'mid the faithful he dtwems, 
Denenth bin feet the sbodov/ lies concealed. 
Aliovo oil ilignitios be stands supreme, 
And in bis iiliiule sulwist all earthly former 
ApostluHbip, by him enlightened, casts 
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A central ihade, which nmntlei cajit and weti. 

Each shadow which hLi early life obiottred 
Finds now its oottnter|Art by him sent forth. 
As each who grows to wisdom in the faith 
Hoflocts the prophet in apostloship* 
But as the prophet is in prophecy 
More porfcct, he perforce the sniiit transcends. 
ApOHiletihip was in '* the scnl " shown perfect ; 
llie last and first are scniod in him as one } 
Tlirotigh him the world is filltxl with faitli and peace ; 
From him both f^rfon and dry thoir life obtain. 
Nor shall one soul in this wide onrth be false ; 
For perfect truth and justice shall be known. 
Through unity shall he attain the truth, 
And in him is **tho Eternal's " faoe unveiled. 

QUESTION. 

Wlio then this unity may loam to know t 
What doth ho kncr who perfect wisdom gains t 

ANSWER. 

He gaineth unity's most secret lore 
Who in the rood no hinderance perceives. 
The sago's heart existence doth Iwhold ; 
In witnoHS manifcKt creation stands. 
He no existence owns except " the true," 
And all with scorn renounces save *' the pure." 
Tliine own existence is but thorns and woods. 
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Qo «mC U from thM tad be pore withia. 

Go and •weop olmn the nuuiiion of thino hMH. 

Oftrnbh the dwelling-place of ^ the beloved ; " 

When thou depariost bo will enter in, 

And fhow his face to thee whose wlf is gone. 

He whose devotion has unasked been given 

Prepares the guost-chambor, nor fears repulse. 

80 the beloved's soul admittance gains, 

And claims '* a token from the douf and blind." 

While dwells on him the stain of earthly life, 

The wiiidom of the |)orfoct knows him not. 

Till from the road all stumbling-blocks are 

swept, 
No light may pierce the dwelling of his iouL 
Ah in the way are four impediments, 
Four are the methodM of deliverance : — 
Froedom from chances and from changes first. 
Next from the fiend's temptations, sin and evil ; 
The third is purity from filthy lusts. 
Through which the man may sink below the 

bnite; 
Fourthly, malignant jealousy must ne'er 
Cloud thy. pure brow; and here the journey ends. 
The tale is told ; and he who bears thene signs 
Worthy to loam the secret may be deemed. 
Till thou hoHt utterly rejected Bolf, 
How can thy prayers be adoration true t 
But when the pure in solf-aboitement prays, 
'TIS precious in the sight of purity. 
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QCESnOlf. 

If to tht Mge M pure a lif e b« Imoini, 
What then avafli to man tbif form of olay ! 



ANSll'ER. 

Be not nngratofttl for tho gifU of Ckid, 

For bj hi* light thoa rooogniaett him. 

Blark how the wise hom naught ■ave him alone ; 

Yet from the nun the earth ita heat maj draw. 

Nor wonder that itR atoms chorinh hope 

And longing for that inn's reviving raj. 

Do thou reflect how nature sprang to life; 

Perchance thy thought's conditions maj therebj 

Be clearer known ; why God did say to man^ 

** Am I not then thy God t " or who gave aaswer» 

" Yea," 
Tlie hour of thy creation, he ongravtjd 
The tale of Aiman's valley on thy heart 
Road then that wondrous tale; ponder it o'er; 
80 all thou readcst shall be clear to thee. 
Did'st thou loMt night the seal of contract set t 
And hast through folly in one day forgot I 
For this was God's own word to earth sent down* 
That man his covenant might call to mind. 
If thou hast seen thy God when time began, 
Thou maycst also see him here ognin. 
Behold to-day his attributes displayed, 
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That on tho loorrow thoa ma/it mo himiolf ; 
And if thou failott, doem thy griof no loM. 
Oo, retd ** Thou oan*Mt not " and bo oomfortod. 

ILLUSTKATION. 

Tho blind will not boliovo thy tab if oolour thou 

doiiorihe^ 
Though for a hundred yean thou manhal argu- 

meat and proof :— 
White, rod, and blaok, the greon and yellow gram, 
All are alilce to hiui, and all ore dnrknoMa. 
Uvhold the ovil cano of one bom blind I 
How bIiaU tho looch's inlvo reiitoro hi« eight t 
Wiiidoui, which mmm creation'* final doom, 
Blind to tho world as one bom blind bocomoe ; 
And mighty intolloct to man in given, 
Whoroby tho hidden socrot may be known« 
Kvcn aM firo from Htone and iron springii, 
From ioul and body leaps the Hpark divine. 
Of thia conjunction in //re Bctrei bora : 
When thou dont hear it, take it to thynelf. 
When thhi Mune stone and iron together meet. 
Til' efTulgont light illumines both tho worlds. 
Spite of thyNcIf thou dont God's imftgo bear; 
Go^ auk /Ay«r// that which thy soul desires. 

QUESTION. 

Wliat moaneth then *< I am tho God of truth," 
If every atom shadow forth tho Lord I 
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ANSWER. 

Within thoM wonb the night/ leerat Uet 
Wliollj unroilod, for mvo th« Almighty, who 
Shall uj unto thee ** Truly I am God " ! > 
To thoo, like Manaour, every living thing 
Seems drunken, and deitire of drunkenneiii. 
Kver in praiHethey (irmly graap the truth. 
WouId'Ht tliou the Bocret learn, then whinper low 
** All pniiso the I^ord." When thou haitt carded lelf 
A« men card wool, oven an a carder thou 
Shalt mine thin cry. So take tliou from thine earn 
llie cotton-wool of doubt, llark t 0.he Amiiodtt 

Oou I— 
Ever thin cry from God to thee doth come. 
Doth thy hark tarry till the judgment-day I 
Come into Aimau'v valley ; there, at once, 
Tlie tree proclaimcth ** Lo 1 I am thy God." 
If it be lawful for the tree, why then 
Ih it not Liwf ul for " the fortunate " t 
He whom great soul is never vexed by doubt 
Knows of a surety that there is but one 
Existence abmlute. To say '* I am the Lord " 
Belongs to God alone : his personality 
Is not with thee ; fancy and thought lie hid. 
God's glory may by none be sliarod ; therein 

' Or mora eorreciljr, "Verily I sm iho truth." MooMNtf 
HiiUaj, the wuol-cardvr, wm vxccutcU si BugtlMi, A.U. J09, lor 
Ming th«M wunli. 
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/, ikom^ and «p0 are not, for all are omi 

The penon and the existenee Join in onoi 

Fbr nnity admita no varionoe. 

He who ia free from self, when he obtaina 

That froodoDii through hU ochoiog aoul reeoanda 

«• Veril/ I am God/' and in eternity 

Li oppofiition overwholmod, apd then 

Tlie pilgrim and hia prognwa are but one. 

Concord and incarnation npring from varianee, 

But unity in bom of pilgrimage. 

Ho nature's onlor from oxistcnco apringa. 

Nor God his slave, nor man his God beoomea. 

Coneord and union hero may never be, 

For to BOO two in one is error's core. 

Creator and croatod beings are 

Alike a dream, nor is whr^ seems to be. 

RXAMPLK. 

OV TOK EVXDEMCX Of NON-EZISTKIIOI. 

Bet yonder mirror straight before thy faoe^ 
And, gaxing in it, see that other self. 
Look onoe again t what may that semblanee be ! 
It is not this nor that ; what is it then t 
Self in its own oxistenoe firmly fixed. 
Kno%rs not that other shadow what it is t 
How can the living mingle with the void t 
I>arknoss and light may never join in one. 
The post is gone^ the future is to eomsk 
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What mY« thif preaent moment now nmalns t 
Thif Uttlo point, which, evor moving, forms 
The Une thou eftU'st the flowing stream of time, 
What save the I^rd of truth is in this waste t 
What is this echoing voice t tliis empty sound t 
These phantom Jewels borne upon the flood t 
All these that seem, say t self, how are thoy formed t 
Matter exists for thee but in its forms. 
Length, breadth, and depth, and whence then 

springuth tAf^ 
l^Iy known existence hem of nothingness t 
Tlius and thus only do the spheres exint, 
Tliis hast thou Icamt t then must thy faith be fixed, 
That save the God of truth exinteth naught. 
Who saith *<ne is the truth" shall say *'Tbe 

truth am I." 
Set dreams of fancy from existence far ; 
Take not a stranger for thy chosen friend. 

QUESTION. 

What mean ye by ** He unbn hath attabed"! 
How may such state and such a path be won! 

ANSWER. 

Union with God is far from man's estate ; 
Who knows him must bo to himself unknown. 
So when the possible creation's dust 
Sweepeth away, save the essential naught 
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RmiiaIiii^ aad Um •zUtenoe of both worida 
If but a dream, which in etornitj 
pMMdth away ; nor doth the eroatore man 
Union with God attain : tha porfoot man 
Alone theie worda maj nttcr. How ahall that 
Which hath no being enter by this doort 
What doth Uie earth-bom with the liord of lorda ! 
What elnim hath nothingnesK to merge in God, 
TImt thuR *' the way " and order should be formed t 
If, then, the soul should grasp this mystic lore, 
Would'st thou not whisper straight "God pardon 

me'M 
Thou art not, and the non-existent hath 
No power of motion, that it should thereby 
Attain the essential, as the jewel hath 
No lustre if no magnitude : what ih it then 
Which for two flooling moments rcstcth not I 
ThoHO who this weighty matter lu&ve discussed 
l)i>rme dinicniiionM by length, breadth, and depth. 
Tlie mote that sparkles in yon beam of light, 
Naught by itself, yet by external cause 
ObtJiiiis existence and appan;nt form : 
But as without that mote no form appears, 
80 without form the mote existeth not ; 
And from those twain spring the worM's varied 

forms:— 
Naught iu themselves, and nothing known of them, 
Have that they are not : and the living world. 
Naught iu itsi-lf, yet is not nothingness. 
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flo thottM'ft tboQ f rmn the rock of tnitli beboM 
** Tb« poMible " wbieb from the eraature spring*, 
Tho MWDoo of robfortuae. Tboogh to be^ 
Be perfect in itwlf, yet neture'e fomu 
Are only through comparuon, end each ere not 
Existent in themselves. Kumber is infinite, 
Yet unity is number, end the wovld is not, 
Save to man's eye : the pageant passoth on. 

EXAMPLB. 

CONCBRinXO TBI FORSIS OF EXIHTBXOL 

Out of the tossing wave a mist is drawn 

By God's decree, and on the d««wrt falls) 

From theiourth heaven the sun's reviving ray 

Descends, and on its order takes effect 

Once more it rises os by warmth endowed. 

And so impelled the flood o'erhangs the land ; 

And air and water so incorporate^ 

The green and pleasant fruits of earth spring forth. 

Tliene, food for beasts, are in their turn transformed 

To food of man, and thirf agnin diwtolved 

Becomes the germ from which mankind may spring. 

And when the soul's light through the body shines, 

Bohold the pure and perfect creature formed, 

To piudt through childhoo<l, youth, and man's estate 

Even to old a/^^e. Sense, knowlc<Ige, wisdom, each 

It huth in tuia ; and when the hour is come. 

The pure to purity, and earth to eartli returns ; 



Bvwi ai the horb, the roand world*i parUolM, 
Ara but one drop within the lea of life. 
Their feiuion pusMs bat oomei roand again. 
Ai their beginning wa% m is their end. 
Each one of them moat to the oentre turn, 
Aa by iti nature bound. 80 unity 
la aa a aoa, although a aoa of blood, 
Wherein ariae a thooaand madding forma. 
Behold that raindrop drawn from 'mid the 
How many namca and forma it hath aaaumed :— 
Tlio miat, tlio cloud, the ruin, the dow, the earth. 
The horb, the bcaiit, and loat the roAMontng man ; 
Yot nil from iintt to hist was but one drop, 
In which all thcio wore aliown in changing form. 
Tlio world and wisdom, self, all sacred thingH, 
Blinll bo to thee oven as that changing germ 
From origin to end ; for dostiny 
Hhall ovoiittko Uio lioavons and the stars, 
Kvcn in their ooursofi, and oxistunce shall 
])o ovoi'wholuiod in nothingness : 
Kvon as a wave tliat strikes upon tho shora, 
Tho world ithall vanish, and tho prophecy 
'*That which abounded yesterday ia not" 
Blmll be fuliillod. Tho phantoms pass away ; 
Naught aave « tho truth " doth anywhere remain t 
In that bright moment thou art hoar the goal. 
And, parted from thyself, ean'st join the/rt'«jid 
Even as thy thought is raised to uniwn, 
When all else vanishes, theU still remains. 
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And lay notthoa *Hh0 ponible" bui pwMd 
Ita ofdend limiU, and «« the MMntial " joined ; 
For *\iM not lo^ nor has the eiMntial stooped 
To union with the posnible. Who firmly grasps 
This mystic meaning, grasps the heart of truth. 
Tliousands of promise high have gained this point, 
But trembling halt, and may no farther pass. 
These are the many ; but a chosen few 
Atom and universe in turn poreeive 
And know as one, and such have wisdom gained ; 
And worlds from dust, in human fancy formed, 
Live for a while, and then to dust return. 



QUESTION. 

What is the union of the possible 
With tlie emontinl 1 Wilt thou solve for me 
The riddle ** Far and near " and *^ More and less,** 
Tliat old tradition t 



AXSWEK. 

Hear from my lips the truth, '< Nor more nor less." 
Through nearness thou host fallen far from self. 
Even as exifttence has by nothingness 
Been brought to light. Thence newt and fnr have 

oome, 
And more and /«m. That life whow origin 
Is light itself is near; that nothingness, 
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Which from eziitenee dwelli apftit, U far. 

llie light which iihines upon thee from the Lord 

Rliall not thoo froe from boinff. Wliat than this 

Moro bitior, hearing hope and fear in turn t 

Tlioy tromhlo who the griMly phantom know, 

Yet doth t>Mt form the trembling chiU^ protect 

From his own ghadow ; fear remnineth not, 

C>noo thou Hettent forth ; the racer necdii no laah 

To urge him on : what tcrroni hath the lira 

(>f IIcU for tlico whoM bo<1y and soul aro nott 

Ro the puro gtdd doth in tlie firo bum ; 

Yet how if thero bo in it no alloy T 

Tliou haat within thee naught that Kpeaks of change, 

Yet do thou take no thought of thine exiMtenoe. 

If thou art bound in vhainM by care fur Holf, 

At once the world in an a veil to theo. 

lliou in the rircle of exiNtcnce art 

The invancHt atom, Rliamefully op|io8od 

To the all-gloriouN itar of unity. 

lite world'H unclinnging law |)or%'adcfl thy noul, 

Till, Batnn-likc, thou Miyeitt ** Who ia thero 

Ijike unto uieT" Hut in that very word 

Thou drmt decliiro thyNclf to move at will. 

** I1iy Ixidy in a iiteed thy houI doth rein, 

Whoroby a weighty charge on thee in hiid.*' 

]k)waro 1 Iliou trejidcHt in the Ohober'a path. 

KxiHtenro In ciilamity and giief. 

Which may ho chooNe, thin poor tjonightod one, 

WhoM %'ery being duth oppruw hi« soul 

\ 
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Am born of evil t Kay I but when to b$ 

If to thee tukiobe not, can'i t thoa lay 

Whence is thy ohoioe and whore t Tbott wert not 

bom 
Of thine own choice or deed, and being to» 
Thoo art not good or evil in thyeolf. 
Whom luMt thou teen, in thie world or the next, 
lias tasted joy and has no grief endured t 
Who hath attained the summit of his hope 
And rested there ? llie groat remain, but they 
Are proetrate 'neath the order of the Lord ; 
Would'st thou discern the signet of ** the truth," 
Book not Ijoyond thyself, for there it lies 1 
Kor ask thou of thyself. What is this power T 
Tliorein ** the sons of power " are displayed. 
Tlio man wliose creed free from compulsion stamls 
Is but a Ghcbor, as the Prophet shows. 
80 speak they of thoir gods, of Ahriman ; 
So these blind fools who speak of ** We and I." 
To me tliPHO things are but as motnphors; 
For origin itself is but a dream. 
Kor wert thou when thy deeds were portioned out, 
Hut thou wert chosen here to piny thy part ; 
Thy vigour is but lent thee by tliy Ooil ; 
Tliy wiiidom but the evidence of his. 
PretlcHtined ere a limb or life were former], 
To ciich a tiisk was set, a lot was cost ; 
A thousand ogos in oliedionce stand, 
Simple in purpose, children of tlie curse 
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yfwAn th« OttiM out, and UiU is wondmf ul 

AnotlMr throogh rdbtlHon galni the ligbti 

And in repentance gates on ** the pure j " 

And, itmngor still, thiit one rejects tbe Uw, 

Yet through Qod's face pity and pardon gains. V^ 

Another sins and is fur ever euriMxl. 

Uehold thy domls nil Ntrippod ot ** why " or ** when." 

Gmnt the Ahnlghty Wimloin futhouiIoNS, 

Nor subject to the meaHuromont of thought. 

80 through eternity it ignoinnco 

OppOHod to wimloui. Here nve Mohamet, 

And tliere seo Abu JnhiL Can'iit thou bandy words 

With the Aluiigbty t Hint were to ioHuIt 

His ninjoaty. Iliough he but doubt in thought, 

Tlte slave's nMjucflt is held without excuse. 

Mercy ond wnith are worthy of the Lord ; 

Humility is worthy of the ithive. 

Lordship is known by o%'er- growing strength ; 

Nor should a Ciod'n act bring calamitiea. 

Mankind iit honourod when a God ooiupols, 

For of his dchtiny he may not chose. 

The alnve huth nothing of hiujHelf alone ; 

And he who tiuestions him of good and ill 

lionenth a like Mubjoctlon is oppntiiied 

By his own act, and is a mIiivu by choice. 

Nor in thiM tyranny, but juMt and wine ; 

Nor is thhi cntolty, but kindneiw' self ; 

For this is wiiidom granted to mankind. 

That by their deeds his praise sliould be set forth. 
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Whtik mMkneM eomiM to thee the gift of God, 
Thott, At ft bound, doKt clear thyself from all 
Surrounding trammolii; free from eelf thou 

itoiid'et, 
Tliott poor art rich, thj wealth eoniigned to 

Qod. 
Go, gain thy life; thy body leave to fate; 
Submit thy loul to the divine decree. 



QUESTION. 

What sea is that whone shore is wisdom t What 
The jewel men may lUh from out its depths! 

ANSWER. 

Eiistenoe is a sea; man's speech its shore; 
Letters its oyster - shells, pearls of the heart's 

wisdom. 
With every wave a thousand pearls of price 
Scattered around, of knowledge. Imagery, 
New facts to grasp, conclusions froth to draw. 
A thouitand waves with every breath ariNO, 
Nor IcKM is in one drop than in them all. 
WiMlom, exiHtonce, doth that 8ea contain ; 
Its outward onvcloiie is Kpecch and sound. 
Hero undcratanding baits; and more. 
Save in a parable, may not bo given. 
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EXAMPUB. 



80 hav» I h«ud thai in the glodwint spring 

In Oman'i waten green the pearl-sheUa rite 

Out of the doep^ and on the eurfaoe rest, 

Mouths all agape ; and from the sea a mist 

Bises apace and falls again in rain, 

And in their thintty mouths some drops do fall : 

Then, as thoy knew Uiey held a treasure rare, 

Thoflo mouths are M*alod as though a thousand chains 

Did bind thorn, and they sink bonoaih the wave; 

And lo t each little drop becomes a |XHirL 

The diver plungOH to tho deep Roa's bod, 

And brings tboruform tho pricolvss pearl. And so 

Tliy body in tho shore of thnt deep sea 

Which is thy being ; and tho frtiilful mist, 

0<m1*s bounty, which dcNccndii in gnitoful rain 

Of knowlcdgo, evon of all that man may know. 

Wiitdom's tho diver who tho plungo must take 

Into tho wave to pluck the joweU forth : — 

Tlie pearls of sfiocch, of convorKO with the Lord, 

Tliy hoart'M a vcflscl to contain the lore, 

WhoHO sliell is Npcoch and lettem, pearls of price, 

Tliy floul doth hikkhI swift as tho li|<htning flash. 

Tlion brouk the shell, bring forth tho princely gem, 

lleject the husk, retain tho kernel sweet, 

Bleaning, decIenKion, grammar, part of s|ieech 

Are but tho wmppinpi of a central sign ; 

And ho who gives to theso his days and sirength. 



^ I 
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BpmdcUi bii pndous life and faliMth Mmglits 
Hit \gSL Tieldf tHMght bttfc green and empty bnelM. 
To gAia tbe fniSt, nui needs mast bnsk tlm sbell ; 
Yet withoat sliett the fruit wfll some to muiglit 
Vkvm knoirled jTS of appermt thingi has spnmg sweoi 

sense of fnith. 
Bonl of mj braiber t lend tblne ear and hearken to 

mj words : — 
Strain eveiy nenre for knowled^ of the faith ; 
The wiife man gnini in fM>th workls high estate ; 
Though mean hiM origin, by this he takes his phu» 
Among tbe grcnt ones : dcocU bom of the time 
Aro hotter far than empty theory; 
Ikit deeds performed hy on unreasoning clay 
Rank not «ith thofte of windom and the lieart. 
Twiit aoul and body what a diHtance lies, 
Far as the setting from the rifting sun ; 
And learn from this to weigh the body's deeds 
Against the acts of wiMlom, and to find them 
As speech in ignorance : nor is wiHdom one 
To hanker after creeds which have the form 
But hick the essence puro it should contain. 
Wiwiom with baxo desire may never dwell 
WouM'st thou the angel T Tlien ca«t out the dog I 
Faith's wiMlom springs from angel qtmlities, 
Kor dwellcth in the heart that mates the beast 
Blark the tradition of the ** choKen one," 
And learn its lesson. It is ever thus :— 
While dwells the mocking phantom in the house, 
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B« rart the angol will not enter in. 

Go and auike clenn the tableU of thy hMurti 

So that the angel ma^r abide therein, 

Qathor hii wiMlom ai thine heritage^ 

And till the noil ; the next world's harveit 

Read Qod*a own book, thyaolf, and all around ; 

80 may thy aoul with virtue be adorned. 



KULB. 

The noble life rouRt first from Justice spring, 
Then wisdom, chastity, and oourngo, all 
Combine to form norfoction ; and the sage 
In word and dcc<l is with these forms endowed. 
His heart and life with wisdom are acquaint; 
Ko fool, nor yet in running ▼ninly wise ; 
His flvshly lusts in chnstity contained. 
Kor is desire unknown, nor guides his soul ; 
Brave^ yet onstoincd by vain and empty boasts ; 
Not rash, nor over-cautious, froe from ull ; 
With justice clothed as with a giinuent ; so 
0{>proHsion knows him not, and ho is true. 
Virtue abidcth in the mid ward path, 
Far from excoss and frou) dcfiiult olike. 
That middle pulh, Al Sirut's bridge, behold I 
llie bottomless abyss on either hand. 
Fine as a hair and shaqier than a sword ; 
Nor mny the jiossor halt or turn aside. 
OpiKwtng vices equity displny. 
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And theM am Mven, and «m!i namber bean 
A hiddon Mcrot 80 Uie i^Um of Hell 
Are Mvea in namber; and ai UoU yawni wida 
To greet the tyrant, so the juet man flnda 
UIm plaoe in Heaven, ever and for aye. 
Mercy and light eludt reoompenie the Juat, 
Cumes and darkneM pay the oppreaaor'i debt. 
Virtue in equity is manifest ; 
The body is in justice perfected ; 
As when the composite one body forms, 
Its numbers lose their individiud powerSi 
Bimple in form, it growoth as a germ, 
A bond betwixt the phantom and the true.' 
Kor is that bond the same which binds the parta 
To form the whole. Ye know the spirit bath 
Ko bodily attributes i water and clay made pure 
Receive from God a soul in complement 
When the earth's elements are bom anew, 
The spirit world sheds its bright beam thereon, 
And on the just in judgment shines tliat ray. 
As shines the sun upon tlie fruitful earth. 

EXAMPLE. 

Tliough thesundwelloth deep In the fourth heaven. 
Ills rays do light and marshal forth the workL 
The sun knows naught of earthly weaknoesos. 
Nor feel the stars cold, heat, or damp, or drought | 
Yet by him all the elements do change 
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In heat and oold, white, redi and burning gold ; 

All by hU order, ai of some Juit king } 

80 Jul t and true, ye know not whence they oome» 

Or where they go, they leom ao natuniL 

Aa Jttitly poimxl Uie world'e foundation! itand, 

The soul*! nffections own its beauty nira, 

And in ** the faith " is framed the mystic tie. 

Tlio world \m tlius to man in dowry fpvon 

By the groat Hpirit which porviulps the spheres ; 

And of this union olotjuence is bom, 

KnowUnl^o and arts, virtuo and IioiiutoouH form : 

ColoHtiiil iKHiuty from the unknown world 

IlcMcondN like some presumptuous rovollor 

And plants its flng in virtue's citadel. 

All wiwlom's Nchonios are broke and sot at naught ; * 

T\n lovclhicss when soon in human form ; 

In Kiiocch it tips tho tongiio with clo(|iiGtice, 

The Ktoed of beauty rides right royally, 

And in dobate wiolds tho keen swonl of sjieech. 

Haint, derviKh, king, ajiOBtle, all alike 

Bow down before its throne and own its sway. 

What is this charm that clothes a mortal face 

With more than mortal lioauty T Cun'ht thou say T 

Kaught save the truth may ruvirih human hearts. 

For the I>ivine owncth no partncrHhip. 

Kor hath lust |x>wor to vex tho souls of men, 

bave that the truth may wear at times the dross 

And attributes of evil. Loam to know 

And recognise the tmth in every place, 
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Kor Mt thy foot beyond the proper tphere. 
The truth in worthy garb U God himielf. 



QUESnOK. 

What is that atom greater than the whole» 
And what the path in ipooo that atom treada t 

AMtm-ER. 

There is one atom greater than the whole— 
ExiHtenee ;. for behold the universe 
Is, yot that univf)r.iO itself is heing, 
Beittg is various in outward form, 
But in iU being bears inward unity. 
The univorMO in som bianco manifold 
Is but a partielo that wanders far 
Tlirough infinite unity ; and as that whole 
Is only in appearance manifold, 
Tis less in truth than its own particle. 
Kor is tbut atom clothed with existence, 
Itself cssontiiil, for eziHtonco holds it iirm 
And subject to iUclf ; nor doth the world 
ExiKt in truth, save as a pageant shown 
To him who travels in the way of lif& 
Single yot many is that universe ; 
Its number is by numbers manifest ; 
Existence is complete in compound form. 
And tends towards nothingness, obedient to 
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TIm fluMMiigiMr of fate ; la vwtj mota 
MHiioli vaniihaii ilie univerM itielf 
In not, for it U but '< ikt poatiUef" and M 
Tbo world ia : in the twinkling of an eyo 
// ii not, and the agoa paaa awa^r. 
Again the world is bom, oach moment 
A boavon and an eartb ; aaob boar knowa 
A grey'bairod elder, wbo but now waa young. 
Ever 'tif gatborod in and ever aprood, 
Kor for two bourn doea anything remain ; 
Fbr in the bour of deatb they riKe again. 
And yet 'tia not the resurroriion true : 
Tliis {h the day of works, but that of faith. 
Vfiat ia the diiT^ronce betwixt thrae two. 
Dowaro lout ignorance entangle thee, 
lichohl the hour, the dny, the month, the year. 



EXAMPLE. 

If thou wouId'Ht leek to read tbia riddle right, 

lleflect that thou luwt life and deatb aa well 

All tbinga in heaven above or earth beneath 

In Boul and body are oxemplinod. 

The world baa peraonality as thou : 

To it thou art a soul ; a Ixxly 'tis to thee. 

Throe kinda of death must mortal man endure, 

And every moment to h.s nature dqe ; 

Tlie others, in one die hi< selfish will, 

The third the deatb to which he ia compelled. 
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As Ufa and death in opposition itand, 

80 thnefold standi his lifo in stages three. 

The world may not endure the death of will, 

For thou alone of creatures dost posMss 

This faculty of will ; but it doth change 

With every moment, and booomes at last 

Even as it was in its beginning ; so 

Whatever is in the world's harvest-day 

Will alMO be in thy death agony. 

Thy body is as earth, thine head as heaven. 

Thy senses as the stars, thy soul the sun ; 

Thy bones are mountains in tluit tbey are haid ; 

Thine hair the herbs, thy members are as trees; 

And at thy death, thy frame in penitence 

Shall tremble as the earth on the last day ; 

Thy brain is clouded ; thy soul's light grows dim ; 

Tliy Hcnsos fail and tremble as the stars ; 

Thy |itiliito drenched in blood as in the sea ; 

Thou, without sense or motion, drowned therein. 

Oh, wretched man I in thy death agony 

In wcakneHs as dyed wool thy bones shall be. 

Limb shall with limb be intertwined ; 

llie frivnd shall from the friend be separate ; 

And when the soul is parted from the frame, 

Tliy bind Hhall all become unchanging plain. 

And even in such case the world shall be 

As thou in that dread hour shnlt find thyself. 

The truth alone remains ; sll clue must fade. 

Is not all this in sevenfold language told, 

o 
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Showing bow all of iMitih must puM away, 
Bolting the now eraation forth to man f 
Kwr two worlda are formed and ever paM ; 
80 man created renders back his soal, 
Creation in creation itill renewed. 
Though to the eye its «pan may leem prolonged : 
The overflowing bounty of the Lord 
In natural splendour ia made manifeit. 
Hero iK>o the world created, {icrfcctod ; 
There mo it every moment change once more ; 
Hereafter all ihiill everlasting prove. 
All things thou KOCMt in their nature hold 
Two fonuM at once ; the apparent and the true. 
Union with one is to bo M^parato, 
Tlie other in the Alnii^'hty standH secure, 
In name is Iteing iwrnmnent ; yet where 
Tin no, the lli>ctiiig and the fust are ona 
Tlic uianifestor in riiw hour manifest 
Bhoweth iXuxiJiird is Uvd and hi4 Isjintt; 
And what in this world is in sulTorance, 
Shall in the next in natural being stand. 



RULE. 

Of every act thou dost, thou knowost well, 
Tliat, if repeated, thou shalt master it. 
Kach time roiwato<l, be it for weal or woe^ 
Thy soul shall hold it still in less account 
Moments repeated thy soul's nature form ; 
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By time the trait its ripened savour gains ; 

By time each in his craft is perfected ; 

By time hU thoughts are ranged in order due ; 

And all thy words and thoughts of least aocount 

Shall in the last great day be man if est 

When naked and without thy mortnl cloak, 

Inatfint each vice and virtue iilinll be seen. 

Thy body shall exint, but freed from jioin, 

In it thy former self reflected shown 

As in pure water, and each Kccrot thought 

Miulo known. Go read 1 <* All Kccrcts are disclosed.*' 

Again, as needed by the world of form, 

Kiicli quality Hhall form and pornon gain. 

Kvon as the powers of onrilily elements 

Have here ImjIow prodticoil tliifH) tiiitural realms, 

And in the spirit world each quality 

Ik now in light and now in iiro diMpIaycd, 

The myMtio order from oxiBtonce springs. 

Nor height nor depth remains in sight of man, 

Nor varying colours stain the house of life ; 

Bfidy and soul a single hue dinpluy ; 

Head, foot, and eye are even as the soil, 

All purified from stain of eaiihly fonn. 

Even M> the Godhead's riuliance manifests 

The God himxelf ; and dottt thou not behold 

The Highest in the place of truth ? But if thou 

shoiild'st 
Conf U80 the several worlds, I know not what 
Kxistences thou'lt conjuro up. Consider well 
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•« Ibeir Lord tball givs them drink." What'i the 

new birth I 
What'i that froth draught drawn from a heavenly 

«pring, 
But riiiiiig pure from iielf I Oh, toate the eup t 
What fmgmnt iweetnosn, what beatitude, 
Wliat joy, what pure desires, — heavenly wealth t 
Oh, hnppy moment when we leave ourselves 
For porfoct wealth in saintly poverty I 
Wiwlom and faith, reliance, reason too. 
All pfiHscMl away, drunken and dazed we lie 
Upon the earth ; Ilouris and Puradise 
Alt) naught ; eternity of no account ; 
For to this secret chamber never man. 
Save the initiate, may penetrate. 
When I have soon thiA Wmiou, drunk this oup, 
I know not what may in the future dwell 
As dnuikcnncss doth bring its punishment, 
I fear, and trembling overcometh ma 



QUEHTION. 

What parts the Ktemal from the temporal, 
That one becomes the world, the other Ck>d f 



ANSWER. 



Eternity and time dwell not apart, 
For of existenoo ever doth remain 
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The pnaent moment. Tt^€d in time U all, 
And thU ilie Pbconix, Have the etemei 

Truth, 
All things are namolew; yet thle may not 

be 
That non-exiHtenoe should existence prove. 
No I jhue oxistonoe ever must remain, 
Bet forth in present being, temporal : 
Nor is the present moment anything 
8avo //<«>, nor thai save what it is in truth. 
All that was hnrd is now made phiin to thee : 
llie world itself is but in fancy formed. 
As all time, save the present ; 'tis a point 
That whirling forms a circle. Tuke a spark 
And whirl it round, and lo 1 a circle formed, 
lliough one in reckoning be contained perforce^ 
]$y force of counting it becomes not more, 
lloject the Raying " What exiKts save God,'* 
And by tliy reason sever th(U and ihi«. 
How cun'st thou doubt that this shall 

away. 
Duitlity in unity is shown 
Impossible and a delusive dream. 
Iking and nothin/^oiess alike are one. 
Plurulity exists but by oouipnrison. 
Apparent clmsge and personality, 
All bome from the champloon pOHsible. 
And yet, as each is single in itself, 
All witness to the unity of Qod. 
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aiiEsnoN. 



WhRt BiMM th« myitio by tlM pftmbl« 
Whloh he loU forth in tonna of eye and Up f 
What moana he by M« lock; the down on Up ; the 

The traveler hdltetl on th$ my&tic road t 



AN8WEB. 

All thinga that are in this our world diaplayed 
Are but rofleotlona of that othor'a aun. 
The world ia aa tlio cfofm, the fHo/e, the hrow^ 
For everything ia good in iia own place. 
Ciod'a liglit doth clothe ua now in majeaty, 
And now in beouty ; cliook and curling lock 
Are but the iiymbola that do aet it forth. 
Qod'a attributoa are tendomcu and wrath, 
The chook and locka of boauty typoa thereol 
When thoHO worda fall upon the aonsual ear, 
Fintt is thoir sonHual meaning understood. 
The spirituut world is infiuito ; 
IIow then can earthly apocch oncompasa it f 
Tlio more thou thinkost on the obstAcloa 
That btir the way, the more thou art perplexed. 
IIow can thoMe mysteries bom of ocNtaay 
By human language bo inieriirotcd t 
When tho initiate would intorpret them, 
Tliey deal with mysterioa in parubloa. 
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At UmM those Miu^ial itaagM at* ihadit 
Cast by that other World ; at timet the efaild 
That other world doth foiiter at a nune* 
Well, I boliove theie wonli were flnt aealgned 
To their celestial meanings ; but the crowd 
Know all things but b)r sensual images ; 
For what know they of meanings myHtical t 
>Mien lleoson cast her glance upon the world 
8he changed those words, and mado them bear the 

sense 
That's now assigned them ; and when wise men 

turned 
Their thoughU to mysUo wordfl» they paid 

regard 
To due proportion and resemblance. Iliough 
Perfect analogy be unattainable^ 
Yet be thou ever constant in its search. 
Thou can'st not meet reproach from any one^ 
For leader there is none save Qod himself. 
Yet while thou art thyself, beware I beware 1 1 
And well observe the statutes of the law. 
Tiie mystio license boars throe several states !— 
Annihilation, drunkenness, the tnmce 
Of amorous longing. They who resognise 
Tlicse tliree know well what time and place 
To use tlicbo words and moaning to assign, 
tf thou know not these states, puss on, nor join 
Tlie infidel in ignorant counterfeit. 
These states, in truth, are no delusive shows; 
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But all laarn not the leorata of *' tho way/' 

Tbej do not ?ainly boaat who duly weigh 

All that they think on, but theie itatea are 

known 
Only by reveUtion or by faith. 



SELECTIONS 



THE RUBAIYAT 



or 



OMAR KHAYAli. 



_/ 



( 59 ) 



I. 

Tbb ran ha* ctrt on wall and roof liia n«t of Imrntng light, 
TIm lordly day fills high the enp to speed the patting night ; 
" Wake ! " erics in silver aeeents the herald of the dawn ; 
**Arij(e and drink! the darkness flies -the morning rises 
bright" 



a. 

The rosy dawn shines tliroagh the taven door, 
And erics ** Wake I slumbering reveller, and pour I 
For ere my sands of life be all run out, 
I fkin would fill my jars with wine onoe more." 



3- 

Tu-morrow tank and fame for none may be^ 
80 fur to-<Uy thy weaiy iMml iwt free { 
Drink with me, love, once mure beneath tlie moon { 
8Iie oft may ihine again, but not on Uioe and mc 
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4* 
If wiM aad aong then bt to ffiva Uiot toal-tBtmiieing blK 
If tlMTt bt ipoU where TenlaDt fleMs end purling brooklet* 

Aek thou no more from Provklenee, nor turn thee in despair } 
If there be any Panuliae for man, 'tie even thii. 



Thjr mbf lip poun fragrance unto mine, 
Thine ejro's deep dial ice bidf me drink thy loul ; 
As yomler cryiitAl gublft brimn with wine, 
80 in thy tear the hoart'v full tide doth roll 



6. 

What reek we that our lande run out in Baikh or Babjlon, 
Or bitter be the draught or ewcvt, to once the dmught ie done. 
Drink then thjr wine with me, for many a eilver moon 
Shall wane and wax when thou and 1 are gone. 



7. 
To thoie who know the truth, what choice of foul or liur 
Where lovere rent} though 'twere in Ilell, for Uiem *tie 

Heaven there. 
What recks the Uervieh that he wears sackcloth or satin 

•hecn, 
Or lovers that beneath tlieir heads be rocks or pillows lidr. 
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S. 

Lot* t chief rMord of the rcalnnfl of tnitht 
The chiofett eouplet in the ode of youth ! 
Oh, thou who knowest not the world of love, 
Learn this, thet life i« love, and love it ruth. 



9. 

Though with the rote and roey wine I dwell. 
Yet tiine to uie no tale of joy doth t«U \ 
My days have brought no lign of hopes fulfilled ; 
Tia jNUtt ! the phantom* fly, and troaka the epell. 



la 



Thongh iweet the roee, yet aorely wounds tlie thorn { 
Though deep we drink to-night, we rue tlie mom ; 
And though a thousand yearn were grantnl, say, 
W«re it not hanl to wait the hist day's dawn 1 
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II. 

At tWMpt Um plalB the borrxing wiml, •• (lowt {be rippling 

•trauui 
flo jMtenliiy ihm our two Hvm luu pftned ami it a dreani ; 
And wliilt I liv«| Uieto to my loul tboll bring nor hope, nor 

Uruwl, 
The morrow that may iianr eome, the yettenlay that fled. 



13. 

Oil, jojr in Mlitodo 1 of tlioe well mny the poot ting ; 

Wufl worth (Ira heart tliat own* no toil whfrein that flownr 

nwy iii»ring \ • 
For when wonNail linkt in wailing and traitor friemU are gone, 
lYoudty tbnmgh vacant hall the MtuMiy wanderer's step shall 

ring. 

13- 

If grief be the eompanion (^ thine heart, 

Brood nut o'er thine own torrow* ami their tmart ; 

lichold atiothor't wuc, and Icam thcit:by 

How aiuall thine own, and comfort thy tad hearl 



14* 
Oh, twilUy caine iho winter win«l, an*! twifUy hurried patt ; 
0o nioilly sought my longing mn\ tlie rci4 she found at hmt ; 
Now fkint and weak at wuttknuM* Mdf, she waiU but for tlw 

end t 
Tlra Ik»w1 is broke, the wine remaint, but on the ground is 

caHt 
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Tlirough tlM onkaown life** flnt dark day my foul 

Did Mek the Ubl«t and the pea, and Fandiiie and H«ll 

Tlicn read the teacher from hU mjrstie leroll ; 

Tablet and pen are in thine hand, and fo are Heaven and HelL 



16. 

Il««t «een tlie workl t All thou hart teen la nauj(ht, 
All thou luMt laid, all thou hant heard or wrcuxht : 
Hweep the horixon'e yvt^ from pole to pole, 'tie vain ) 
Even all thou ha^t in iccret done it naught 



17. 

Tlic Architoet of heaven's blue dome and Ruler of die ware 
In many a grief-lailen heart doth deeper plunge the glaive^ 
And gathers many a silken trem and many a ruby lip 
To fill his puppet-show, the world, and his chibouque, the grave. 



Tliough I be formed of water aiid of clay, 
And with tlie ilk of life content for aye, 
Ever thou bid*st me shun Uie joyful cup. 
My hand is empty : m'herefore bid'st me stay f 



